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SDDU State Chair Elect-Bill
Marketon and family far left,
and SDDU State Campaign
Chairman Gary Peterson,
second from right, at the DU
Major Sponsor Dedication
Ceremony this summer.

A special ceremony held this
summer highlighted the efforts
of those who have provided
significant support to a crucial
Ducks Unlimited conservation
initiative.
Among those gathered on

August 27 at the Engstom
tract on the shores of Swan
Lake were Minnesota and
Iowa Major Sponsors that
gave philanthropic support
to DU’s Preserve Our Prairies
campaign. South Dakota
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Ducks Unlimited volunteer
leadership also attended the
dedication as a way to say
“thank you” to their neighbors
to the south and east for
supporting conservation work.
Private, philanthropic dollars
are necessary to meet the goals
of DU’s Rescue Our Wetland
campaign, says Terry Kostinec,
DU Director of Development
for South Dakota, and will
help address the challenges
facing wetland and grassland
conservation in the Prairie
Pothole Region.
“Public grants require private
matches, so by increasing
our private support of this
important conservation
initiative, our staff will be able
to apply for and receive new
public funds for on-the-ground
work in our state” Kostinec
said.
Donors who make new or
upgrade Major Sponsor pledges
are taking a leadership stand to
ensure our continent’s wetland
and waterfowl habitat for
future generations, says Steve
Donovan, Ducks Unlimited
Manager of Conservation
Programs in South Dakota.
A Major Sponsor pledge may
be designated to a specific
conservation initiative at the
donor’s request, but all new
revenues from major sponsors
are tracked by our biologists,
allowing them to budget
private gifts into their grant
proposal schedules.
“As we increase the support
from our donors through new
Major Sponsor pledges, we
will be able to expand the
scope and diversity of the
conservation work through
new opportunities, like the
cover crop program in Beadle
County,” Donovan said.
Director of Development,
Terry Kostinec presents
Karen and Brian Pellish with
their Diamond Sponsor in
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Perpetuity plaque at the
Watertown DU event
for their support of the
“Preserve Our Prairie”
conservation initiative.
Don Thorpe, Regional
Director of Event
Fundraising pointed out
that many of SDDU’s
new Major Sponsors
often come from those
supporters already
within the current
DU event fundraising
programs.
“New Major Sponsor
pledge payments can
be paid through your
local DU chapter event,
thereby bolstering
your local volunteers
fundraising efforts and
Director of Development, Terry Kostinec presents Karen and Brian Pellish with their Diamond
helping them earn
Sponsor in Perpetuity plaque at the Watertown DU event for their support of the “Preserve Our
recognition awards and
Prairie” conservation initiative.
special merchandise for
future events,” Thorpe
said.
State Campaign
Chairman Gary
Peterson of Sioux Falls
adds that the time is
right to increase support
for South Dakota’s
grasslands and wetlands.
“If not now, when?
If not you, who,” asks
Peterson. “Now, more
than ever, we have
the opportunity to
more than double your
private philanthropic
gift with public dollars.
Now is the time
you should consider
becoming a Major
Sponsor.”
For more information
on how you can make
tax deductible gifts as a
Left: Life Sponsor Jim Moody of Cedar Falls Iowa and sons, Tyler and Brendan
Major Sponsor, contact
your South Dakota
Development: (605) 624-0098 conservation so that they will
State Campaign committee.
Life Sponsor Jim Moody of
continue to have opportunities
Gary Peterson, State
Cedar
Falls
Iowa
is
explaining
to enjoy the outdoors.
Campaign Chairman: (605)
to
his
sons,
Tyler
and
Brendan
366-4411
how he is leaving a legacy of
Terry Kostinec, Director of
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A Note from the State Chairman
Hunting season is upon
us and so is the Ducks
Unlimited fall event season.
Those of you with fall
events will be seeing a lot of
Don Thorpe, our Regional
Director. In the future we
are hoping to give Don
some help by having District
and Zone Chairman help
the local committees. The
plan is to have them attend
some committee meetings
and provide assistance in
areas such as ordering event
merchandise and informing
the volunteers by inviting
them to your local committee
meetings and banquets.
For those of you that do
not know me I am Harold R.
Bickner, the State Chairman
for the next two years. I
have been in the electrical
contracting business in
Kimball since 1981. My
wife Lorie is a retired high
school math and science
teacher, and we have two
grown children, Vincent and
Maura. I have been involved
with DU since 1986, serving
as an Area Chairman, as
well as treasurer. Since 2013
I have been on the State
Convention Committee and
served as the chairman in
2015. It is my desire to meet
a lot of the people involved
with South Dakota DU
during my term as Chairman.
I am here to serve DU of
South Dakota, so please feel
free to contact me.
South Dakota Ducks
Unlimited owes Kevin Fuerst
a great big “thank you”
for his work as the State

Chairman the last two years.
During Kevin’s term South
Dakota DU had great success,
including the state calendar
raffle, in which he is still
active in helping with its
success. It was my honor to
except an award for Kevin
at the National Convention
this summer. The award was
for 4th place among all states
in recognition of the income
from events, membership
growth, attendance, chapter
efficiency, etc. The state
also placed in the top ten in
several categories, including
efficiency, attendance
increase and life sponsor
increase.
It is not too early to start
thinking about this year’s
state convention to be held
January 27-29 at the Cedar
Shore Resort along the
Missouri River at Oacoma.
The convention committee
has already begun working
on the details, and it sounds
like the theme will be “It’s a
Beach Party”. It is a great way
to break up the South Dakota
winter along with seeing old
friends and meeting some
new ones.
I would like to take this
opportunity to introduce Bill
Marketon as the new State
Chairman Elect. Bill is from
Hartford and is the process of
getting started on his journey
to being our next State
Chairman. Please read the
article on Bill in this issue
of Fowl Talk and thank him
for the giving of his time to
Ducks Unlimited.

In the Heart of West River Country

LEMMON GIVES YOU THE
OPPORTUNITY TO HUNT TWO
STATES IN THE SAME DAY!
Visit our website for places to stay, hunt,
eat and many things to see and do!

www.lemmonsd.com
Fantastic Hunting opportunities
with Wildlife Galore!
Shadehill Recreation Area and
Grand River National Grasslands
12 miles South of Lemmon!

o n e of

tHe BeSt PLAc

eS

to Hunt in
AmericA

Lemmon Chamber of Commerce
100 Third Street West, Lemmon, SD 57638
(605) 374-5716 | lchamber@sdplains.com
www.ducks.org/states/62/
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New Cover Crop Program Takes Root
in South Dakota
Ducks Unlimited is excited
to announce a new “cover
crop” program available to
landowners in important
waterfowl habitats in eastern
South Dakota.
Cover crops – the general
term used to describe grasses,
legumes or forbs planted to
provide seasonal soil cover on
cropland when the soil would
otherwise be bare - are growing
in popularity with South
Dakota producers because
of the diverse benefits they
provide, including improving
soil health, improving water
quality, and reducing nutrient
losses and thereby costs. And
because the cover crop is often
left undisturbed early in the
spring, the vertical cover could
also serve as nesting habitat for
mallards, pintails, ring-necked
pheasants and other groundnesting birds.
Because of this potential
direct benefit, Ducks
Unlimited has launched a new
effort to promote cover crops,
providing cost-share assistance
to landowners interested in
trying them in areas that
are important to waterfowl
production.
To date, DU has already
signed 21 contracts with
private landowners to establish
cover crops on over 2,300
acres in eastern South Dakota.
Starting in 2017, DU biologists
will begin a multi-year effort
searching these fields to find
duck nests (like the one
pictured above in a cover crop
from last spring) and monitor
their success in this seasonal
cover.
Landowners interested in
learning more about DU’s cover
crop program should call Steve
Donovan at (605) 633-0270.
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More facts on the benefits of cover crops:
• Cover crops can improve
soil health in a variety of
ways, including: improving
carbon levels in soil,
improving soil structure and
water infiltration rates, and 		
reducing nutrient loss.
• Cover crops can absorb
excess nitrogen in the soil
and store that nitrogen for 		

later release to next year’s 		
crop, therefore reducing 		
nitrogen loss and reducing 		
the need to buy expensive 		
fertilizer.
• In addition, by retaining
that nitrogen in the
farm field, it is not being
lost to nearby rivers, streams
and lakes, thereby improving 		

water quality in those 			
systems.
• Cover crops also improve
soil structure and water 		
infiltration rates so that soil
is better able to absorb water
during a heavy summer
thunderstorm instead of
losing water to surface runoff.
Fowl Talk - South Dakota Ducks Unlimited

Meet Bill Marketon, South Dakota DU’s New
State Chairman-Elect and State Council Chairman
My love for the outdoors
began at an early age as I
was introduced to fishing
and hunting by family and
friends. I was born, raised
and graduated high school
in Delano, Minn. It was a
wonderful small community
that was close to the big Metro.
Most weekends were spent
fishing in northern Minnesota
near the town of Aitkin. Duck
hunting became a passion more
than 40 years ago, as I started
that journey on my uncle’s farm
near Howard Lake. Luckily
I have not missed a season of
hitting the duck sloughs since
then.
Upon graduation of high
school, I decided to go to
college at Bemidji State
University in northern
Minnesota. That college
was chosen because it was
in the woods and there was
outstanding fishing and hunting
just a short distance away. After
four years, I successfully graduated
with a degree in accounting and a
minor in computer science. Then
it was off to the big cities where I
got my first real job with the CPA
firm of McGladrey and Pullen.
Luckily I was able to continue to
feed my passion for the outdoors.
Years passed and jobs changed
and then fate would provide

me with a chance to meet an
incredibly beautiful young lady.
That is when I met by wife
Christy. Within ten months of
dating, we decided to get married.
Within three years we would
have two boys, Jackson and Tyler.
Christy was originally from Sioux
Falls, so we spent many weekends
visiting with her parents. I was
lucky to be introduced to South
Dakota pheasant hunting from

one of her relatives. The big
cities were great for our careers
and we had a wonderful time
meeting people and doing fun
things, but the time came to
decide on where we wanted to
raise our children. We made the
move to South Dakota in 1995.
After settling in Hartford, our
daughter Isabelle came along and
our family was complete - two
strapping boys and a princess.

What a joy to raise our family
in such a wonderful state.
We spent many weekends
in the fall hitting the fields
and sloughs of South Dakota.
We also enjoyed the outdoor
activities available in the
Black Hills. My sons would
always harvest bigger and
better deer, but I have been
able to outshoot them with the
shotgun.
One day back in 1996 or so,
I heard there was going to be
Ducks Unlimited meeting at
the Legion club in Hartford.
Well, being a duck hunter, I
thought I should go, and that
night I was introduced to
two legends in South Dakota
Ducks Unlimited, Terry
Boxdorfer and Don Knapp.
They needed a treasurer and
luckily I knew a little bit
about that. The Hartford
chapter has continued to grow
under the leadership of Mark
Lueth. We have such outstanding
committee members that work to
make the Hartford chapter a top
performer. Several have stepped
up to be Major Donors, including
Terry and Lynda Boxdorfer, Mark
and Cindy Lueth and Kent and
Melinda Liesinger.
I currently am employed as CFO
at Sheehan Mack in Sioux Falls.
Our son Jackson lives in St. Paul
Continued on page 6

Quality Hunting
and Shooting
Products
1-800-784-4331
www.ruggedgear.com
www.ducks.org/states/62/

Baker Metal & Recycling
We have Roll Scrap Containers

SELLING: Steel, Culverts, Cattle Guards,
Welding Supplies, Sucker Rods & Guard rails.

BUYING SCRAP IRON
Open Mon. – Sat. 7am – 6pm

Lee, Bruce & Neil

Call for more info & delivery

406-778-2710

Fall 2016 •

5

Continued from page 5

and works in the IT world. Tyler
is active duty Air Force and is
stationed out of Fort Campbell,
Kentucky. Isabelle is a sophomore
at University of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, MN. My darling wife and I
just celebrated 25 fabulous years
together. When we have time to
reflect, we understand just how
lucky and blessed we are.
Years have passed, jobs have
changed and children have
grown up. There have been some

constants during that time and
that has been the relationships
with our friends from DU.
With the help from my wife, I
look forward to increasing our
presence with DU. We made
the commitment financially by
becoming Diamond Life Sponsors
last year. We are humbled to
accept the leadership role with
SDDU as SD Chairman elect.
From Jeff Heidelbauer:
During Bill’s term as State

Chairman-elect (effective
immediately) he will chair the
State Council. This is a change
for SDDU, as previously the
Council has been chaired by the
outgoing State Chair. This should
be good for SDDU, as it will be
a very good way for the State
Chairman-elect to get deeply
involved with what is happening
in the state, and the Council will
also benefit from the enthusiasm
of the State Chair-elect. Please

help us to reinvigorate the State
Council by actively participating.
Bill will take over as State
Chairman at the State
Convention in January, 2018.
Bill’s wife Christy plans to work
closely with Bill during his
leadership tenor with DU, so we
will have the benefit of a team at
the top. Please welcome Bill and
Christy to their leadership roles in
our South Dakota DU Family.

Ducks Unlimited Announces a New Staff Addition
Ducks Unlimited is excited to
announce the hiring of Maddie
Saylor as a new engineer for the
Great Plains Region.
Ms. Saylor came to the Great
Plains region from DU’s Great
Lakes Regional Office in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, where she has
worked since July 2014. After
some initial training in DU’s
Bismarck office, Maddie will
likely be transferring to DU’s
South Dakota office in Brookings,
providing some much needed
additional engineering help to
DU’s South Dakota program.
Saylor’s previous experience
will be an important asset in
the Prairie Pothole region, says
Roger Smith, DU’s director
of engineering services in the
Bismarck office.
“We’ve needed additional

engineering capacity due to the
rapidly growing programs in both
North and South Dakota,” said
Smith. “Her past experience
with DU will allow her to hit the
ground running.”
Ducks Unlimited’s Manager of
Conservation Programs in South
Dakota, Steve Donovan, is also
excited about the new hire,
noting that the expanded need
for engineering work has caused
unfortunate delays in DU’s
ability to put conservation on the
ground.
“Our success in finding
interested landowners and
funding has been growing faster
than our ability to get the work
done, which is a very nice
problem to have,” said Donovan.
“But adding Maddie to our staff
will allow us to create and restore

habitats on these properties in a
much more timely fashion.”
Once Saylor is permanently
located in Brookings, Donovan
expects DU’s ability to deliver
conservation projects will
significantly improve, which is

a great sign of things to come in
South Dakota.
When she’s not restoring
wetlands, Saylor loves to duck
hunt and ice fish.
“I think she’ll fit right in with
the DU crowd,” Donovan said.

All 2016 Models
On Sale!
0 TO 10% DOWN WAC
Low Interest Financing as low as 5.49%
See dealer for details some restrictions may apply.
W. Hwy. 212,Watertown, SD
Quality Service • Affordable Prices
PIERRE LOCATION
NOW OPEN!
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320 S. Charles, Pierre, SD
605-224-6612

605-882-4590
1-866-505-4590
Dan. O. Poppen-Owner
www.danosmarine.com
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Ducks Unlimited supports Beadle County agriculture
DU and Beadle Conservation
District offer farmers drill to
plant cover crops
Ducks Unlimited is partnering
with the Beadle Conservation
District in South Dakota to
promote cover crops and support
conservation on agricultural
lands in Beadle County.
DU recently acquired a special
grass drill, called an InterSeeder,
from local farmers Joe Fritzsche
and Jeff Kelsey, with the help
of a generous gift from First
National Bank of Omaha. The
grass drill will be given to the
Beadle Conservation District
and used by the District to
promote and seed cover crops in
the area.
“Cover crops are a relatively
new concept around here,”
said Robin Viestenz, Beadle
Conservation District manager.
“Cover crops are used for a
variety of purposes, including
improving soil health,
adding nitrogen to the soil,
reducing compaction and
providing additional grazing
opportunities.”
Fritzsche and Kelsey bought
the drill a couple years ago and
are such believers in cover crops
they decided they needed to
build a bigger one to seed more
acres, which made their current
InterSeeder available for this
unique partnership. According
to Jason Schley, a local farmer
and crop consultant, June is the
best time to use an InterSeeder
because you can plant cover
crops between rows of growing
corn.
“It runs against conventional
wisdom that you had to
keep cornfields clean of any
competition,” Schley said. “We
are finding you can successfully
plant cover crops and gain the
benefits without hurting corn
production by seeding at that
time of year.”
Schley said cover crops
have the potential to provide
www.ducks.org/states/62/

additional economic returns
to landowners by improving
water infiltration, reducing soil
temperatures during the hot
summer months, and converting
organic nutrients into inorganic
nutrients that will help reduce
fertilizer costs.
“Published research shows
potential yield gains of up
to seven bushels per acre in
soybeans the year following an
interseeded cover crop in corn,”
he said.
Steve Donovan, DU’s South
Dakota manager of conservation
programs, says Ducks
Unlimited is excited about the
conservation benefits cover
crops provide to water quality
and soil health, but he says there
is another possible benefit that is
even more intriguing.
“In certain situations, cover
crops might also provide suitable
nesting cover for ducks and
other ground nesting birds,”
Donovan said. “We have long
considered corn and soybean

You’re in GRAHAM COUNTRY
Aberdeen
605-225-2352

Mitchell
605-996-7709

Pierre
605-224-8643

Sioux Falls Downtown

Sioux Falls North
605-336-0800

605-336-2575
Sioux Falls South
605-339-3334

Yankton
605-665-4406
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fields as not providing suitable
habitat for nesting birds
because they lack any cover
during the critical early nesting
season under more traditional
farming methods. But if corn
and soybeans are planted into
standing cover, ducks and
other species like ring-necked
pheasants might find it to be
suitable nesting cover.”
Last spring, Ducks Unlimited
personnel searched a few
local cover crop fields and
found ducks nesting in every
one. Based on that initial
look, Ducks Unlimited is

planning to implement a full
research project in 2017 with
the assistance of South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks and

South Dakota State University.
Cover crops will be searched for
nesting ducks and other species
and monitored for success.

“We are excited about this
work. Millions of South Dakota
acres are planted to corn and
soybeans each year,” Donovan
added. “If we can figure out how
to farm corn and soybeans in a
way that might be friendlier to
nesting birds, it could be a boon
to wildlife.”
Area producers interested
in this program and using the
InterSeeder should call Viestenz
at (605) 352-2998.

Ducks Unlimited Receives
$1 Million NAWCA Grant
In September the Migratory
Bird Conservation Commission
approved Ducks Unlimited’s
Eastern South Dakota Phase II
proposal, awarding $1 million
to complete a series of wetland
restoration and enhancement
projects throughout the project
area.
The funds are provided
through the North American
Wetlands Conservation Act,
federal legislation that provides
grant dollars to groups like
Ducks Unlimited to conserve
important wetland habitats
throughout North America.
The projects that will be
accomplished through the grant
include a number of permanent
conservation easements that will
permanently protect hundreds
of acres of important waterfowl
habitat. Funding will also be
used to restore previously drained
wetlands and grassland habitats,
including on land owned by
Ducks Unlimited.
Funding is also available to
kick start DU’s new “cover crop”
program, which provides funds
to farmers who are interested in
using cover crops as part of their
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farming strategy. Cover crops
offer significant benefits to wildlife
while also helping to improve soil
health and water quality.
In addition, grant funds are
also available for DU to work
with landowners to improve
grazing systems on private land,
enhancing grassland habitat
for nesting waterfowl and other
wildlife species.
The Eastern South Dakota Phase
II project involves a number
of partnering conservation
organizations, including: James
River Water Development
District; South Dakota Habitat
Conservation Fund; Wildlife
Conservation Society; Beadle
and Davison Conservation
Districts; South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks; Izaak Walton
League of America; Brookings
Wildlife Federation; Marshall
County Sportsman’s Club;
Northern South Dakota Chapter
of Pheasants Forever and several
private landowners.
All of these partners provided
important “matching” funds,
enabling DU to leverage the
NAWCA grant to put more
habitat on the ground.
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James River Water Development District to Help DU Fund
Wetland Project at Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge
Vital habitat for migrating
waterfowl will get a boost
thanks to a partnership forged in
northeastern South Dakota.
The James River Water
Development District (JRWDD)
recently approved a request for
funding from Ducks Unlimited
to be used to help replace a
failing water control structure
that services a wetland located
near the southern end of the
Sand Lake National Wildlife
Refuge in Brown County. This
80-ac wetland was originally
created with the help of DU in
the late 1980’s, when an earthen
dike was built and associated
water control structures were
installed to allow water to flow
into the wetland from the James
River when downstream flows
were high.

“We are happy to be a partner
on this project that, when
completed, will once again
help reduce negative impacts of
flooding to downstream areas
along the James River,” said
Dave Bartel, Manager of the
JRWDD.
Over the course of the past
few years the corrugated metal
pipes and metal screw gates on
the old structure have begun to
rust through and are no longer
functional. The new structure
to be installed will be comprised
of concrete and aluminum
to increase the longevity of
the structure by 2-3 times of
the previously installed water
control structure.
The $50,000 in funding
provided by the JRWDD and a
$10,000 pledge from the US Fish

and Wildlife Service will be used
to cover the cost to purchase and
install the new water control
structure. DU will provide funds
to cover additional construction
costs and will also offer survey,
design, and engineering services
towards the project.
“The completed project will
allow Refuge staff to better
manage water levels
of the wetland
that will result in
improved habitat
conditions for
migratory birds
and other resident
wildlife,” said Eric
Hoggarth, Assistant
Sand Lake Refuge
Manager.
A portion of the
wetland lies within

a Waterfowl Production Area
immediately adjacent to the
refuge and will be open to public
access for hunting and other
recreational opportunities on
this segment of the wetland.
Construction of the project is
planned to begin in the late fall
of 2016 and be completed by
spring of 2017.

Eagle
Sales
28731 E US HWY 12
Mobridge, SD 57601
605-845-3902

44414 SD HWY 50
Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-9351

4815 N Northview Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57107
605-336-2988

www.ducks.org/states/62/

100 W 249th St.
Chamberlain SD 57325
605-734-0162

231 E Main St.
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-343-2490
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Looking to get away this winter?
Here’s your chance!
Attend the 2017 South Dakota Ducks Unlimited
State Convention and Banquet.
This year’s convention will be held on the beautiful shores
of the Missouri River . . . so you were thinking some place
warm! Things will be “HOT” inside the beautiful Cedar
Shores Resort and Convention Center. Join us January
27–29, 2017 for this fun filled convention. It’s always
been said, “I joined DU for the cause and stay for the
people”. Rekindle old friendships and make new ones at
this value pack event. Visit www.cedarshore.com for more
information on the resort located on the Western shore of
the Missouri river in Oacoma, SD.
For more information on the convention and to register
visit www.ducks.org click on South Dakota and the local
events tab. Bring your beach attire and we’ll see you there

Join in the fun and attend your local Ducks Unlimited event!
You can find a list of upcoming events on the South Dakota Ducks Unlimited web page at http://www.ducks.org/southdakota/events. It is easy to locate your favorite event, just “click” on link and you will open a new page featuring full
event information. There is even an option to register online for most events. The newest feature to the event info page
is easy mapping available to direct to event location.

So come have fun and support waterfowl conservation!
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State Officers
• State Chairman –
		
Harold R Bickner
PO Box 189, Kimball, SD 57355
bickner@midstaesd.net
• State Chairman Elect   			
Bill Marketon
26418 462nd Ave, Hartford, SD 57033
sd.du.ce@gmail.com
• State Council Chairman –
Bill Marketon
26418 462nd Ave, Hartford, SD 57033
sd.du.ce@gmail.com
• State Treasurer-    			
Terry Schutz
PO Box 565, Eureka.SD 57437
605-284-2440(W)
605-284-2065 (answering machine)
tschutz@valleytel.net
• State Council Secretary Maynard Isaacson
3405 S Pennant PL, S Falls ,SD 57110
isaacson@sio.midco.net
• Feather Society ChairmanDon Kallenberger
PO Box 547 802 G Ave.
Eureka, SD 57437 605-284-5121 (w)
605-284-2101 (h) 605-284-5327 (fax)
kaldon@valleytel.net
• Fowl Talk Coordinator -  
John Pollman
309 E 8th Street, Dell Rapids, SD
605-370-8092
der_jaeger@hotmail.com
• State Webmaster Pam Berg
108 14th St NE, Watertown SD 57201
605-886-7403 (h) 605-881-5614(C)
pamberg@hotmail.com
• Public Policy Chairman -  
Darrel Reinke
208 Jamieson Drive Pierre, SD 57532
605-224-5050 (h) 800-562-4015 (w)
darrel.reinke@investmentcenters.com
• Bronze Sponsor Chairman - open
• Youth and Education  Chairman -  
Jeff “Slim” & Mary Schneider
2409 10th St. #110, Brookings, SD 57006
Slim 605-770-7546 (C)
Mary 605-770-7419 (C)
Jeff.schneider@sdstate.edu
Mary.schneider@sdstate.edu
• State Major Gifts Chairman -  
Gary L Peterson
508 E Alder Ln Sioux Falls 57105-7159
605-330-0553 (h) 605-336-4411 (c)
gpinsfsd@aol.com
• District Chairman:
Jeff and Mary Schneider
2409 10th St. #110
Brookings,SD.57006
Mark Schulz - 1517 13th Ave. NE,
Watertown, SD 57201-8007 605-8684973 schulz1517@yahoo.com
www.ducks.org/states/62/

Steve Schutz - 27195 Pine Cir,
Harrisburg, SD 57032 605-929-7147 (c)
sschutz@lampertlumber.com
Gary Hoscheid – 2015 Buffalo St.,
Pierre, SD 57501-2906 605-224-9361
hoscheids@pie.midco.net
Dennis Tilly - 233 E. St Charles St. 		
Rapid City 57701
605-999-7496 dtilly1@live.com
Don DeHaan - 107 W Ave. NW
Wagner, SD 57380-9678
605-384-3712
dieseldehaan@hotmail.com
• Volunteer Recruitment
Chairman - open
• Senior Vice President Region 2 - 		
Clay Rogers
402-501-8112 (c) 402-392-0101 (w)
crogers@lawsgs.com
• Regional Vice President Region 2 Prairie States
Jeff Heidelbauer
PO Box 292 Custer 57730
605-673-4208 (h) 605-440-0772 (c)
jeff.heidelbauer@heidelbauer.com
• Regional Vice President Region 2
Mountain States
Howard Johnson 1617 W Main 		
Riverton, WY 82501 307-851-5551 (c)
hjohnson@inberg-miller.com
• Senior Regional Director -  
Don Thorpe
25346 400th Ave., Mount Vernon 57363
605-630-8606 dthorpe@ducks.org
• Senior Regional Director (Black Hills) Robert Hathaway
351 N.Forest #29, Casper WY 82609
307-221-2061
rhathaway@ducks.org
• Director of Fund Raising and
Volunteer Recruitment Region 2 -  
Greg Dinkel 1516 9th Ave., Kearney,
NE 68845				
NE,KS,CO,ND,SD,WY,MT
Office: 308-237-2950
Movile: 308-440-6413			
gdinkel@ducks.org
• Managing Director of Development
Great Plains Region-  
Matt Fenoff
2525 River RD, Bismark ND 58503
845-242-9407 mfenoff@ducks.org
• Manager of Conservation Programs
Great Plains RegionSteve Donovan
2301 Research Park Way, Suite 247,
Brookings SD 57006
605-633-0270 sdonovan@ducks.org
• Director of Development Terry Kostinec
420 Purdue Street Vermillion 57069
605-624-0098 (O) 605-760-5791(c)
tkostinec@ducks.org

Fulfilling the DU Vision
By Don Thorpe
In the movie “The
Rookie” Dennis
Quaid played the
role of a high
school baseball
coach who dreams
of playing major
league baseball. In
his quest, he faces
many challenges
that discourage him,
and at one point
he contemplates
giving up his dream.
Then he watches a little league
baseball game and it rekindles his
dream. He goes to the clubhouse
and tells one of his teammates
it is a great day because they are
going to play baseball. He goes
on to fulfill his dream and plays
for the Florida Marlins.
This story is very similar to
the role of a Ducks Unlimited
volunteer, as we strive to fulfill
Ducks Unlimited’s vision. When
we plan for our events we must
overcome various challenges;
whether it is the competition
for attendees, nightly gloom and
doom reports on the news or
other demands on our time. We
can easily become discouraged
and question our efforts, but then
we see the wonders of the fall
migration as the ducks and geese
head south to their wintering
grounds. Our dreams and vision
are rekindled. It is truly a great
day because we can help Ducks
Unlimited ensure that future
generations will be able to
witness these migrations and
carry on our waterfowl heritage.
The work we do for
conservation has never been
more important than it is
today. Surging global demands
for food, federal mandates for
corn-based ethanol production
and the current Farm Bill have
all put pressure on our nation’s
farmers to convert more and
more acres of grassland to

cropland. The majority of ducks
harvested across North America
are produced in the grasslands
stretching from South Dakota,
North Dakota up in to Canada.
There is a backlog of grassland
easements needing funding
across this area. We are in a race
to protect this precious resource
that fuels our waterfowl heritage.
What can you as waterfowl
hunter do to help this cause?
Join your local DU committee.
If there is no chapter in your
hometown, take the initiative to
start a chapter.
What can a DU committees
do to overcome the challenges
of the coming event season? We
can start by aggressively preselling tickets to fill the halls at
our events. We can continue
to maximize our efficiency by
utilizing the budget planner
and soliciting underwriting.
Implement annual volunteer
recruitment programs to build
a solid foundation for our
committees.
Remember, it is our
children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren that will benefit
from our efforts today. So let’s
work together to protect the
future of our waterfowl heritage.
To volunteer for your local
chapter or to help start a chapter
in your hometown contact Don
Thorpe at 605-630-8696 or email
dthorpe@ducks.org.
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Ducks Unlimited is looking for dedicated sportsmen and women to become
volunteers and to bring the excitement of DU to their communities.
If you would enjoy working with others for the benefit of North america’s wetlands
and waterfowl, contact us today and make a real difference in South Dakota and
across North America. Bring DU to your town and help ensure a bright future to the
continent’s ducks and geese.
If you are interested in
helping put on a dinner in
any of these cities or know
someone who might help,
contact our staff:

Target locations for events are:
• So. Union County • Redfield
• Milbank Area • Clear Lake • Highmore

Don Thorpe
Sr. Regional Director
East/Central South Dakota
25346 400th Ave.
Mt. Vernon, SD 57363

Cell 605-630-8696
Office 605-236-3825
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